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• The Economic Crisis

• Climate Change

4 Main Challenges
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• Climate Change

• Growing Market Volatility

• Rural Zones: The Loosers of Globalisation?
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The Economic Crisis
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Climate Change
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Sea level rise
threatens major cities

Falling crop yields in many areas, particularly 
developing regions 

FoodFood

WaterWater

EcosystemsEcosystems

Global temperature change (relative to pre-industri al)
0°C

Falling yields in many 
developed regions

Significant fall in water 
availability e.g. Mediterranean 
and Southern Africa

Small mountain glaciers
disappear  – melt-water 
supplies threatened in 
several areas

Possible rising yields in 
some high latitude regions

EcosystemsEcosystems

Risk of Abrupt and Risk of Abrupt and 
Major Irreversible Major Irreversible 
ChangesChanges

Rising number of species face extinction

Increasing risk of dangerous feedbacks and 
abrupt, large-scale shifts in the climate system

Extensive Damage 
to Coral Reefs

Extreme Extreme 
Weather Weather 
EventsEvents

Rising intensity of storms, forest fires, droughts, flooding, heat waves
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The Moral Dilemma
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Technologies to Reduce Global CO² Emissions
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Growing Market Volatility
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Evolution of commodity price indexes (1960-2009)
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Evolution of commodity price indexes (1960-2009)
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Recent trends in some commodity market prices

EUR/t for maize and fresh milk
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Share of DP and total subsidies in agricultural 
income 
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Rural Zones: 

The Losers of Globalisation?The Losers of Globalisation?
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Effects of Globalisation

• Globalisation supports the move of production, capital and people• Globalisation supports the move of production, capital and people

towards the most competitive regions

• Globalisation favours concentration and urbanisation
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Rural Depression

• Lack of Jobs

• Less advanced infrastructure

• Shortages in public services• Shortages in public services

• Not enough private investment

• Lack of enterpreneurship

• Outmigration

• Overaged population 

• Problems with farm succession

• Frustration and depression
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How to deal with these challenges, so…

23
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... or so?
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…or maybe so?


